
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Firsdown Parish Profile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firsdown Parish Council  -  October 2013 

 

  



Firsdown Parish Council – Firsdown Parish Profile  October 2013 
 

 
 

 
 

2 

Introduction and Background 

In 2011, the government made into law the Localism Act (2011) which confers on local 

communities greater self-determination powers. 

Rather than planning policy being dictated totally by central and local government, every 

community is now encouraged to develop its own Community Plan.  Once adopted, the views 

of the community expressed in such a plan must be heeded. 

The Parish Council are now committed to pursuing the development of a Community Plan for 

Firsdown and this Parish Profile document represents a step forward in the process. 

 

Essentially, a Community Plan is a guide prepared by residents to identify the characteristics of 

the neighbourhood that they value most.  It provides guidelines on how these should be 

respected in any future building work and focuses on design features that are acceptable to the 

community.  It identifies the current services and facilities available to the community and 

suggests ways of developing these to meet future needs.  Being based on the analysis of 

consultations with all residents, it is totally democratic. 

The 'neighbourhood' can be defined as the limits of a particular parish, possibly with the 

addition of outlying areas, or may even comprise a group of parishes.  Its extent is determined 

by negotiation with the Unitary Authority during the preparation process.  For the moment, we 

are assuming Firsdown will stand alone, although the advantages of combining with other 

parishes will be assessed. 

A key aspect of community plans is that they are written and researched by the local 

communities themselves, with only advisory input from the Unitary Authority.  Without such a 

plan, a community can be much more vulnerable to undesirable development and less likely to 

obtain the facilities it needs.  A plan can take up to two years to develop and get adopted but 

then has formal status in the planning system.  It must be taken into account when assessing 

planning applications.  In fact, with a full Neighbourhood Plan, it is even possible for 

communities to set up their own planning committees, subject to approval. 

 

A Community Plan can take one of three different forms: a Parish Plan, a Village Design 

Statement or a Neighbourhood Plan. 

Broadly speaking a Parish Plan sets out the way a community sees itself developing in all 

respects over the next ten years or so.  A Village Design Statement provides specific guidance to 

planning departments on the extent and characteristics of any future building.  A 

Neighbourhood Plan is the only one of the three that embodies statutory powers, and applies 

mainly to situations where significant development is envisaged.  We will have the opportunity 

to decide whether this type of plan is appropriate for Firsdown. 
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Before any of this can happen one of the essential early steps was to consult with as many 

villagers as possible, to create a valid profile of the community in all its aspects.  This document 

presents the Parish Council's analysis of the consultation exercise. 

Our next step will be to decide which Community Plan to proceed with.  If a full Neighbourhood 

Plan seems the best option, an application for approval to proceed will then be made to 

Wiltshire Council.  Otherwise the drafting of a Parish Plan or Village Design Statement (or 

possibly both) can proceed without the need for further approval. 
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Summary of Findings 

Approximately 160 responses were received to the survey representing around 350 residents 

from an estimated population of 600; a response of nearly 60%. 

Firsdown is a modern day parish characterised by its almost universal residential nature with 

very little industry other than agriculture.  The parish has practically no facilities and its isolated 

nature makes this especially notable for many in the parish. 

Whilst young people account for one fifth of the total population, the age profile of the parish is 

notably skewed towards the senior end of the range reflecting the finding that over half the 

population are at home during the day.  Also, the survey results suggest that about one in five 

residents have a mobility difficulty. 

The overall impression from the survey reveals Firsdown residents to be largely content where 

they live having a deep appreciation for their rural location. 

Survey responses suggest there is a desire in Firsdown for some form of permanent meeting 

venue and local retail convenience facility.  There are good arguments for further consideration 

to be given to this which also confirms the findings from the 2011 Firsdown Survey.  The two 

need not be mutually exclusive and whilst a full blown village hall may be hard to achieve, a 

smaller facility incorporating dividable meetings rooms and a community run shop may be 

more feasible. 

Broadband is an increasingly important part of modern day living and respondents concern 

over poor data transmission speeds is common across all age groups. 

Communications within the parish are good and a majority of respondents know how to 

contact their Parish Council.  Having said that, few have cause to do so and equally few attend 

monthly meetings reflecting a general contentment with parochial affairs being administered. 

Majority concerns over environmental issues are the hazards caused by lack of highways 

maintenance, dog fouling and traffic management.  Traffic speed has been debated in Firsdown 

for some years now and whilst traffic calming measures such as road humps and chicanes may 

be the most effective means, respondents prefer active road warning signs to these. 

Public transport facilities into and out of Firsdown are not well supported and with the very 

high percentage of car ownership in the parish it is unlikely that this will change.  The services 

are used however and it seems it will be down to the extent to which the service is used that 

will dictate the willingness of bus companies to adjust their services accordingly. 

Planning and development will always be controversial issues in any community and so it is the 

case with Firsdown.  Whilst residents accept there is a need to house people, there is little 

appetite for this to happen in Firsdown.  With a near 50:50 split, respondents both support and 

do not support the development of private housing and affordable housing (for local families 

only). 
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For infill developments there are clear concerns over increasing housing density caused through 

land plots being split to accommodate additional properties.  There is equal concern regarding 

building extensions that dominate plots and are overbearing on neighbouring properties.  

Having said that, the majority of respondents felt that current planning policies were adequate 

to protect most common architectural and environmental development concerns. 

For any new developments, respondents were clear in their view that these should be 

restricted to bungalow and chalet bungalow residences and that they should reflect the 

characteristics of surrounding properties. 

 

With regard to the specific question of the Parish Council acquiring the area of land between 

the Play Area and the entrance to the Woods over 80% of respondents were in favour. 
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Findings 

 

General 

Firsdown has a population of about 600. 

It is an almost entirely owner occupied parish with the vast majority of properties being 

detached (81%) bungalow or chalet bungalow style (94%) buildings. 

The average number of bedrooms per property is 3 (50%) with an even distribution around this 

figure.  Only 8% of properties have 5 or more bedrooms. 

The age profile of the parish is significantly skewed towards those in the traditional 'working' 

age group and the over 65's (some 81% in total).  Young people under the age of 18 account for 

19% of the population 

Nearly 60% of respondents have lived in Firsdown for over 15 years or more 

Reasons given for living in Firsdown are varied but its rural character and closeness to a city 

were cited as the main reasons. 

Half the population of Firsdown is either at home, retired or not working.  The self-employed 

accounted for 9% of the responses. 

Only 9% of respondents work within the parish, the majority (74%) travelling up to 20 miles to 

their place of work. 

Over 60% of respondents have 2 or more cars.  Half the population garage their cars while 

virtually all residences have the capacity to park their cars on their land. 

Nearly 20% of respondents have a mobility difficulty. 

 

Services 

Broadband internet, bus routes and post collection boxes are the services most valued. 

Over half the respondents felt their broadband data transmission speeds were slow or very 

slow, but the majority felt them to be reliable. 

There is some evidence to suggest that  respondents feel a general store and community centre 

may be of value to the parish and that the Playfield has potential for development.  This was 

further endorsed from free-text answers asking for somewhere to run clubs with a village hall 

being most commented on.  There is evidence of respondents actual usage of halls in other 

communities that may support the need for one in Firsdown. 

Of the emergency services, Ambulances were the most called on and the vast majority of 

respondents were satisfied with both the speed and quality of response. 
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Sports, Hobbies and Recreation 

By far the most popular recreational activities are walking and cycling. 

Facilities for recreation and play were generally rated as adequate for most age groups though 

less than adequate for young adults and the elderly. 

 

Communication within the Parish 

The Parish Magazine and Noticeboards along with neighbour networking remain the major 

sources of information for respondents.  Local event information and Parish Council news are 

most important to respondents. 

A large majority of respondents think a welcome pack for newcomers is a good idea. 

A large majority of respondents know how to contact their parish councillors and are aware 

they can attend parish council meetings but only a very few actually do so. 

A large majority of respondents know about and attend the annual Music Fayre and consider it 

to be beneficial to the village. 

 

The Young View 

Children go to a wide range of educational providers mainly based in Salisbury. Travel seems 

almost equally split between all modes of travel and little can be inferred from the responses. 

Whilst the quality of public transport is regarded as being more than adequate, the local bus 

service is regarded as being poor. 

Broadband was almost universally agreed to be slow and affected their enjoyment of living in 

Firsdown. 

Although individual suggestions were made, no one item stood out as being a common facility 

or amenity required by the young. 

The young people's clear like about living in Firsdown was the peaceful countryside.  However, 

their chief dislike was the isolation. 

Young people are equally split over whether one day they would like to live independently in 

Firsdown. 
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Environmental Issues 

Respondents are most concerned over the effects of pigeons and rats as either being damaging 

to their property or a health risk. 

Respondents are almost equally split over whether enough is being done to protect local 

wildlife habitats or more needs to be done. 

Majority concerns over environmental issues  are the hazards caused by lack of highways 

maintenance, dog fouling and traffic management. 

No one particular landscape feature stood out as being of greater importance than another but 

respondents were clear that WUA should bear their importance in mind when considering 

applications for development etc. 

All recycling methods provided by WUA are used to a greater or lesser extent with the 

fortnightly collection rota being the most used and recycling bins in car parks being the least 

used. 

A number of respondents said they would like to see WUA include more plastic types for 

acceptable recycling. 

Over 60% of respondents were either neutral or unconcerned about proximity of the Thorney 

Down Waste Transfer Station to Firsdown 

Over 70% of respondents were either neutral or unconcerned about noise pollution caused by 

the proximity of the A30. 

 

Transport 

Cars are by far the most often used mode of transport in and out of Firsdown and over 60% of 

homes run 2 or more cars. 

Frequent car sharing is rare although 50% of respondents sometimes share lifts. 

Frequent bus usage is around 20% although about 50% of respondents sometimes use the bus 

services. 

More than twice the number of respondents were dissatisfied with the public bus service than 

satisfied, but there was equal satisfaction and dissatisfaction over bus route destinations. 

Improved reliability, more routes, better timetable information, reduced costs and better 

integration with other public transport timetables were cited as reasons respondents might 

then use the bus services more. 

 



Firsdown Parish Council – Firsdown Parish Profile  October 2013 
 

 
 

 
 

9 

Road Safety 

Over 80% of respondents were concerned or very concerned about traffic speeds in Firsdown 

and about 60% felt similarly about the junction of Firs Road with the A30.  The reasons for the 

concerns  covered the risks to all age ranges, cyclists and horse riders. 

Permanent flashing speed warning signs was respondents preferred method of control, with 

traffic calming measures such as speed bumps or chicanes being the least popular. 

 

Planning and Development 

The majority of respondents did not have concerns over the amount or type of development in 

Firsdown in the last 20 years. 

 However, there were some common themes arising out of the free-text answers concerning 

the development of some existing housing plots.  Broadly these concerned perceptible 

increases in housing density through the addition of overly large extensions or the splitting of 

plots to accommodate more homes. 

Overall though, the majority of respondents felt that current planning policies were adequate 

to protect most common architectural and environmental development concerns. 

In terms of what scale of future development respondents would be happy to accept, the only 

majority support was for bungalow ground floor extensions. 

There is a very strong feeling that new properties built should be either of a bungalow 

chalet/bungalow style and not houses or maisonettes. 

Nearly 80% of respondents believe that the council should preserve Housing Policy Boundary 

H16 in Firsdown (This surrounds the area already built on and prohibits building outside it).  

There is no clear outcome from the survey regarding housing needs for Firsdown with a large 

number of respondents being neutral to many suggestions.  Discounting the neutral opinions 

the majority view is that no housing development is needed.  With a near 50:50 split, 

respondents both support and do not support the development of private housing and 

affordable housing (for local families only). 

Regarding appropriateness of local businesses in Firsdown, there is support for agricultural, 

retail/shops and home offices. 
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Building Styles and Materials 

Much neutrality was evident in the survey responses with support being found for current local 

styles.  Notable disapproval was found for flat felted roofs. 

Regarding modern building features, there was strong approval for UPVC/Plastic window 

frames and ground source heat pumps. 

Thatched roofing received favourable support when asked about other materials respondents 

would most like to see used in new buildings and corrugated iron was least favoured. 

  

Building Design Characteristics 

There was majority support for all design characteristics suggested in this section of the 

questionnaire.  In particular, there was almost universal support to ensure that new buildings 

or extensions in the village should be sympathetic and sensitive to the buildings nearby and to 

the key characteristics of the village. 

 

The Area Around Buildings 

The findings here reflected and confirmed those identified for building design characteristics.  

Especial mention concerns the desire to avoid a sense of overcrowding and that extensions and 

new builds should have a sense of proportion to avoid dominating neighbouring properties . 

 

Landscape and Planting 

There was majority support for all landscaping and planting themes suggested in this section of 

the questionnaire.  Respondents felt particularly strongly that grass verges that can be walked 

along should be preserved and encouraged and that street signage and furniture should be 

kept to a minimum. 

 

Your Own Views and Ideas 

This section invited written comments.  Many wide ranging views and common themes were 

expressed confirming the more quantitative responses throughout the survey. 


